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The Cubs' current roster is hitting .314 in 164 plate appearances against Cardinals' starter Miles 
Mikolas with an 18.3-percent strikeout rate and a .342 weighted on-base average. 
- Ian Happ is 13-for-40 with five doubles and 11 strikeouts. 
- Nico Hoerner is 13-for-33 with three doubles. 
- Dansby Swanson is 7-for-27 with two doubles and a home run. 
 
The Mets' current lineup is hitting .224 in 87 plate appearances against Yankees' starter Marcus 
Stroman with a 17.2-percent strikeout rate and a .288 weighted on-base average. 
- Francisco Lindor is 6-for-27 with a double and six strikeouts. 
- Juan Soto is 3-for-10 with a double and a home run. 
- Pete Alonso is 2-for-5 with a double. 
 
The Twins' current roster is hitting .239 in 77 plate appearances against Tampa's Zack Littell 
with a 22.1-percent strikeout rate and a .323 weighted on-base average. 
- Royce Lewis is 2-for-9 with a double and a home run. 
- Willi Castro is 2-for-8 with a home run. 
- Ty France is 2-for-8 with a home run. 
 
The Brewers' current lineup is hitting .164 in 69 plate appearances against Sandy Alcantara with 
a 31.9-percent strikeout rate and a .229 weighted on-base average. 
- Rhys Hoskins is 9-for-41 with three doubles, a home run and 16 strikeouts. 
- Christian Yelich is 1-for-6 with two strikeouts and a walk. 
- Jake Bauers and William Contreras are a combined 0-for-14 with four strikeouts. 
 
The Braves' current roster is hitting .250 in 66 plate appearances against Baltimore's Charlie 
Morton with a 22.7-percent strikeout rate and a .384 weighted on-base average. 
- Jurickson Profar is 5-for-18 with a double, a home run and four walks. 
- Matt Olson is 4-for-14 with a double and a home run. 
- Marcell Ozuna is 3-for-12 with a double, a triple and two walks. 
 
The Royals' current lineup is hitting .159 in 69 plate appearances against Arizona's Eduardo 
Rodriguez with a 21.7-percent strikeout rate and a .200 weighted on-base average. 
- Mark Canha is 2-for-19 with six strikeouts. 
- Salvador Perez is 2-for-16 with a home run and two strikeouts. 
- Bobby Witt Jr. is 1-for-9 with three strikeouts. 
 

 
 
 
 

Use code GSMLB25 to take 25% off any GoldSheet picks package in any sport. Visit 
wt.buzz/tgs to see the offerings, from daily MLB selections to season-long NFL packages. 



Play of the Day 
#975 / 976 Dodgers vs Astros Under 9 Runs (EV) - We've got two starting pitchers that could 
both use a bounce-back performance on Friday. Lance McCullers Jr. had been pitching well on 
his road back from injury, but that road took a detour in his last start against the Cubs when he 
allowed three home runs in 3.1 innings. Prior to that, he was showing plenty of optimistic signs 
and his strikeout rate is exactly where it was prior to injury. Ben Casparius will be making his 
first start since June 11 after bouncing between the bullpen and starting rotation. Casparius had 
been serving as the main guy after Shohei Ohtani's brief starts, but he has performed well in the 
starting role when given the opportunity. In his last start against the Padres, he allowed one run 
on three hits in 4.0 innings. He enters Friday in the top-25th percentile among pitchers in 
expected ERA, average exit velocity, chase rate, whiff rate, walk rate, barrel rate and hard-hit 
rate. If you enjoy first inning NRFI/YRFI bets, Casparius has not allowed a base runner, let 
alone a run, in the first inning this season. He will also have the element of unfamiliarity on his 
side as no one on the Astros’ roster has faced the 26-year-old before. Both bullpens should be 
in good shape heading into this one. Even though the Astros just wrapped up a series at Coors 
Field, they were able to preserve their key arms through that interleague matchup in Denver. 
Starting pitcher Hunter Brown threw a gem on Wednesday and the Astros only used two 
relievers in Thursday's one-run loss. The same is true on the other side as Dustin May went 7.0 
innings for the Dodgers yesterday. No one is working on a back-to-back after Tanner Scott and 
Kirby Yates comfortably preserved the save in yesterday's win over the White Sox.  

 
Prop of the Day 

Zach Neto Under 1.5 Runs + Hits + RBI at Toronto (-110) - We're going to look to fade the 
Angels' shortstop after his 3-for-5 night on Thursday in Atlanta. Neto had been really bad 
against left-hand pitching this season, hitting .204 with a .214 on-base percentage. In 56 plate 
appearances against a lefty, Neto has only generated one walk so we probably don't have to 
worry about him earning a free trip to the base paths. Prior to that three-hit night on Thursday, 
Neto was 1-for-17 with six strikeouts in his previous six games. Neto has never faced Blue Jays' 
starter Eric Lauer before, so Lauer will have the element of unfamiliarity on his side. 
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